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MUSEUM CONNECTIONS – Workshop Room 
18 Janvier 2018  
13h00-13h30 TAMS CONSULTANTS   
 

DEVELOP SCHOOL AUDIENCES WITH NEW INTERACTIVE 
PEDAGOGIES 

 
Marie Tamaillon, Educational Pole Manager 

 
Hello all. Myself (Marie) and Bruno are Tams Consultants, we are based in Savoie. 
I am going to present what we are working on today. Our stand is right behind the Workshop Area. 
We are working with families to create content that will work well with children. 
 
To work with teachers, we have defined 3 criteria: 
- having credibility (we need to make sure that what we offer is linked to the curriculum, offering 
various levels) 
- being resourceful 
- adapting the content (you don’t want to offer content that could just as well be taught in a school). 
 
The changes in the new program: 
- successful learning comes through experience (and cultural institutions are places where you can 
learn through experience) 
- active engagement by the students. 
 
Onscreen video: many psychological studies have compared interactive content (activities, etc. – so 
active learning) with seminar teaching (passive learning). In the 215 studies the findings are clear (in 
exams, etc.) active learning is much more successful. 
A school outing is a universe where you discover new things, where you can talk to other people. 
Some of you working in cultural institutions are worried that what is linked to school learning is rigid 
and difficult, but I want to brush that concern away. 
 
When you talk to students about the past, you need to be sending a message about the present and 
the future – and that is something that we think about when we create our activities. 
Our activities are a way for students to get a break from classroom time. 
 
It is always worth remembering that when what you are doing is not bringing students in, it is probably 
not engaging adults either.  
Examples of activities we have done: 
- a small museum in Savoie (which dealt with hydroelectricity), where there was a lot of written 
information, wanted to become more attractive to students. 
What we did was make it possible for students to workshop hydroelectricity. We were dissuaded from 
working on hydroelectricity with very small children. And yet children work with water. So we did short 
workshops of 15 mns max (because we know that the attention span of a 3 year-old is 10 mns) – the 
children’s parents received information ahead of time. We worked on language. 
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- We took pictures of retired workers in a small village, and thanks to these pictures the students go 
on the workers’ trail. 
- Onscreen image: building a hydroelectric power plant by students. 
- In a village: we told the story of an Algerian worker (Yassine) who started working at the factory at 
the end of the 19th century. It was a way to think about citizenship through storytelling. 
- A game: the teacher receives the instructions ahead of time and works with his group independently. 
The group will carry out some scientific or philosophical activities. We told the story of 4 young people 
embarked on an adventure to save the environment. We didn’t want to provide any answers. The idea 
was for the teenagers to be making decisions and justifying their choices. To think about what they 
were doing and why. When you are a teenager what you want is to be part of the group, to be like 
everyone else. So this was a challenge as the teenagers had to speak out about what they were 
choosing to do. 
You can come and see this game Enigma on our stand. 
 
SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION: 
At the Forum des Sciences in Villeneuve d’Ascq. 
Video: “Hi all, we have just heard about the escape of the famous…” 
So we made this story up, and what we are trying to show is how you can lie to viewers by manipulating 
facts and images. 
The students work in groups to try to find out how the person managed to escape. 
At the end everyone votes for the group which has found the most likely theory. 
 
“It is a fun way to think about scientific investigation.” 
 
Onscreen image: have you ever visited somewhere with a mirror on your nose? You can see all sorts 
of things without bending your neck. 
 
Onscreen video: “We are going to show you the exhibition “Des Elles, Des Ils” (Shes and Hes). The 
exhibit is about equality between girls and boys. So the children choose an activity, for example one 
where you have to try to recreate a character (male or female) while answering questions about that 
character. The idea is to show children that jobs are not determined by gender.  
There are also activities around music and animals. Which show that whether boy or girl, children like 
animal and music – the preference is not gendered. The idea is for children to make choices and to 
learn about what they like. The child is the one who chooses, we don’t impose anything.” 
 
Are there any questions? 
 
We also help you work on how you communicate with the educational world. And we do audits on 
how you are performing. 
 
Thank you. 
  


